January 31, 2007

SUMMARY:  GOLD SPONSOR MEETING

Amsterdam, The Netherlands

January, 26-27, 2007

Participants:  S. Buist, Chair; A. Anzueto, T. DeGuia, Y. Fukuchi, C. Jenkins, N. Khaltaev, A. Kocabas, M. Lopez, E. Nizankowska-Mogilnicka, K. Rabe, R. Rodriguez-Roisin, T. van der Molen, C. van Weel.  GOLD:  L. Grouse, S. Hurd, C. Lenfant.  Not Participating: P. Calverley, J. Kiley.

Sponsors:  A. FinkWagner (ALTANA Pharma); J. Book, C. Sjosten Lohmander  (AstraZeneca); C. Justus (Boehringer Ingelheim, GmbH); D. Tosi (Chiesi Farmaceutici S.p.A.); Y. Horiuchi, G. Nadeau (GlaxoSmithKline); K. Rainey (PharmAxis), R. Docherty (Pfizer).

I.    Welcome and Introductions:  The Chair, GOLD Executive Committee welcomed participants and thanked the sponsors for their continued interest in, and support of, the GOLD program.  The GOLD Executive Committee devoted the session on Friday to discuss implementation of the recommendations from the 2006 GOLD report and looked forward to getting input from the sponsors.  

II.  Update on the GOLD Program Structure:  The Chair indicated that she had been elected to serve a two year term effective January 1, 2007 and that Dr. Roberto-Rodriguez-Roisin had been elected to serve as Co-Chair.  The individual selected to fill the vacancy that became available with the resignation of Dr. Leo Fabbri will be announced at the GOLD meetings in May in San Francisco.  Dr. Christine Jenkins will continue to serve as Chair GOLD Dissemination/Implementation Task Group and has requested that this Task Group be formed into a Committee to provide structure.  Dr. Klaus Rabe will step down as Chair, GOLD Science Committee in the near future but has agreed to help to assure a smooth transition as this Committee reviews comments from the 2006 documents and develops plans for future goals.  

III.  GOLD Science Committee:  The Science Committee was very pleased to have completed the first major update of the GOLD report in 2006.  The full report, an Executive Summary, Pocket Guide and Teaching Slide Set have been posted on the GOLD website (www.goldcopd.org) and have received considerable attention.  The Committee will now continue the annual updates but will consider expanding its work to review scientific literature related to implementation of COPD management programs.

The sponsors urged that hard copies of the documents be prepared as quickly as possible for wide distribution.  They suggested printing 60,000 copies of the full report for distribution (with a CD) in delegate bags and international conventions such as ATS, ERS, APSR and WONCA.  This has the potential to reach a large number of people and is much less expensive than distribution by mail.  If distribution in delegate bags cannot be arranged, an alternative is to request a GOLD booth to distribute copies of the report.

Several translations of GOLD documents are underway by individuals (such as GOLD National Leaders) who are familiar with the medical terminology; in some countries, translations are being coordinated through national societies.  Translations that are done by recognized experts with a clear statement that no modifications have been made in the text will be posted on the GOLD website.  

Steps will be taken to explore the possibility of publication of the 2006 GOLD Executive Summary in a Journal that will agree to publish quickly, reaches a large number of our target audiences, and can be easily downloaded from the internet.  

III.  Dissemination and Implementation - Introduction of Concepts:  Dr. Christine Jenkins, Chair GOLD Dissemination/Implementation Task Group presented “Implementation:  Patient and Clinician Education Focused on Local Needs.”  She emphasized that patient participation in education programs has been successful for patients with asthma and should also be effective for patients with COPD.  She summarized some of the barriers to successful implementation of guidelines and suggested some approaches to develop effective COPD management programs to reach a variety of target audiences.  The objective is to promote effective COPD care and to achieve this through the implementation of GOLD.  GOLD documents need to be widely disseminated so that groups/organizations will implement the recommendations to achieve better care for patients with COPD.  

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a summary of recommendations on how to increase awareness of the 2006 GOLD recommendations and develop tools to reach specific target groups including respiratory physicians, general practitioners, allied health professionals, patients/families, communities and government/public health officials

Sponsors emphasized the importance of setting goals that can be met without working on all target groups at once.  There are many experts in implementation, and many companies have invested huge sums of money on this topic.  They urged the GOLD Executive Committee members not to underestimate the difficulty of this work, to evaluate what has already been done, and to identify tools that have been demonstrated to be effective, can be widely used by many groups, and can be integrated with GARD to impact at the level of the Ministry of Health.  An example that was cited was the large investment that has been made to try to implement spirometry testing without much success in changing outcomes.  

All agreed that raising awareness about COPD is essential and effective tools for providing information about COPD and GOLD recommendations to the media would probably be very useful.   With the implementation of GARD, GOLD has an opportunity to reach level of government that was not possible prior to GARD but the messages about COPD need to be carefully developed.  

The GOLD Committees have been very successful in developing guidelines and setting goals for improving diagnosis, management and prevention of COPD.  However, GOLD must now identify its role, and set its own goals, to improve diagnosis, management and prevention.  Unless there is a clear understanding of what GOLD wants to do, and can realistically achieve, it will loose its identity, and its strength.  The GOLD National Leader Network is in place and members should be actively engaged.  

There was considerable discussion to encourage more active involvement of the GOLD National Leaders and to work more interactively with them through a variety of approaches.  Some of the suggestions included:

· Consider expanding the two hour GOLD National Leader meeting at the ATS/ERS into one-day workshops.  

· Prepare specific suggestions on what should be in a GOLD tool kit to distribute to GOLD National Leaders for their input and suggestions.  Engage specific individuals to help with the development of materials.

· Develop a Global Workshop on Dissemination/Implementation of Chronic Disease Management Programs

Summary:  The strength of the GOLD program has been the scientific information that has been provided through the evidence-based GOLD reports, and the tools that have been developed based on these reports.  The complete 2006 GOLD report should be widely distributed at national meetings, and the Executive Summary submitted for publication.  Decisions on how to implement recommendations from the GOLD report must be made at the global, national and local levels.  GOLD can provide models that have been accepted and shown to work.  The GOLD National Leaders should be actively engaged to provide tools developed and evaluated at the local level for the GOLD “tool box.” A process should be in place to assure that all items in the GOLD “tool box” are validated.  

VIII.  Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon.  Dr. Buist again thanked all the sponsors for their support of the GOLD program.   She invited all the sponsor organizations to join the GOLD members both in San Francisco (during the ATS) and in Stockholm (during the ERS).  The meeting schedule and locations:

GOLD National Leaders:  Saturday, May 19, 10:00–12:00 noon  San Francisco

GOLD/GINA Sponsors:  Saturday, May 19, 4:30 – 6:00 pm, San Francisco

All meetings will be held at Hotel Nikko San Francisco, 222 Mason St.

GOLD National Leaders:  Sat, September 15, 10:00–12:00noon.  Stockholm

GOLD/GINA Sponsors:  Sat, September 15, 4:30–6:00 pm, Stockholm 
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All meetings will be held at  
Nordic Sea Hotel,  Vasaplan 4, Stockholm, Sweden.  

_________________________



A. Sonia Buist, MD





Chair, GOLD Executive Committee














PAGE  
3

